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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE REAL PROPERTY AGENCY

JUL 0 6 2006
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION | | ’
OF
FROM: AFRPA Western Region Execution Center =A &,,
3411 Olson Street o

McClellan CA 95652-1003

SUBJECT: Final Creek Tailings Removal Action Work Plan/Field Sampliﬁ%mawﬁv PPVVSRL R
(DSR# 1254-5) ’

1. Attached is the Final Creek Tailings Removal Action Work Plan/Field Sampling Plan. The
subject document has an assigned McClellan Deliverable Status Report (DSR) #1254-5, is
categorized as a “removal” document, and is due on 7 July 2006.

2. This Removal Action Work Plan/Field Sampling Plan describes the work process that will be
used to remove contaminated soil tailings piles along Magpie and Don Julio Creeks in the West
Nature Area (WNA) of the former McClellan Air Force Base. The soil piles were created by a
flood control operation performed by the Air Force in 1997, in which soil and sediment were
dredged from the creeks and deposited in tailings piles along the upper creek banks. The
primary objective of the removal action is to reduce exposures of ecological and human receptors
to contaminants in the tailings piles by physically removing the piles.

3. Some of the tailings piles contain potentially elevated levels of radionuclides. The Air Force
plans to conduct additional sampling of the piles prior to removal and to segregate the piles
based on landfill disposal restrictions. The current plan is to move piles with radionuclides
above action levels to the weatherization tent at CS 10. The Air Force Radioisotope Commitiee
(RIC) has amended the permit for CS 10 to include receipt and storage of the tailings pile soils.
Piles with radionuclide levels below the action levels will be moved to a separate holding area
for temporary storage and subsequent disposal in an appropriately permitted landfill.

4. 1f you have any questions concerning this deliverable, please contact Molly Enloe at

(916) 643-0830 ext 231.
‘STEVEN K. MAYERP.E.

BRAC Environmental Coordinator

Attachment:
Final Creek Tailings Removal Action Work Plan/Field Sampling Plan
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Removal Action Work Plan (RAWP) describes the work process that will be used to remove
contaminated soil tailings piles along Magpie and Don Julio Creeks on the western side of the former
McClellan Air Force Base (McClellan AFB) in the West Nature Area (WNA) (Figures ES-1 and ES-2).
The tailings piles are the result of dredging activities conducted by the Air Force in October 1997 to
reduce the possibility of flooding from the imminent El Nifio storms. The dredged materials were piled
along the banks of both of the creeks west of Patrol Road (Figure ES-2). Currently, the piles of dredged
material are mostly overgrown with grasses and other weedy herbaceous species.

The Air Force Real Property Agency (AFRPA) has prepared a Draft Action Memorandum (AFRPA,
2005) for the West Nature Area Creeks at McClellan AFB, CA (Action Memorandum) to document the
Air Force’s decision to undertake a non-time-critical removal action (NTCRA) to remove contaminated
tailings piles along the banks of Magpie Creek (Work Information Management System [WIMS] site
SD165) and Don Julio Creek (WIMS site SD317) in the WNA. The primary objective of the NTCRA is
to reduce exposures of human and ecological receptors to contaminants in the tailings piles by physically
removing, as much as possible, 7,000 cubic yards (CY) of contaminated creeks tailings from the banks of
Magpie Creek and Don Julio Creek in the WNA. The tailings piles cover a surface area of approximately
60,000 square feet (sq. ft.) in 62 separate piles. Additional objectives are to prevent the potential
migration of contaminants in the tailings piles to the creeks in surface water runoff and to conduct the
removal action in a way that reduces impacts to sensitive species and habitats. The following will be
performed to meet this objective:

» Prepare a comprehensive work plan that includes a sensitive area protection plan, site restora-
tion plan, erosion control plan, and decontamination plan;
 Establish engineering and administrative controls to enforce plan requirements;

» Define the location of the piles using a global positioning system (GPS) and visual
observations;

e Collect pre-removal tailings pile samples for waste segregation;
* Build temporary roads and bridges to access tailings piles;

* Begin the tailings removal after nesting ends in June, and complete all tasks before the rainy
season begins in November;

* Remove identified tailings plus an additional 1 foot of soil beneath each pile to the extent that
sensitive habitats and species are not impacted;

e Transport the excavated material to the Confirmed Site (CS) 10 weatherization tent or non-
radiological soil storage area (if radionuclides exceeding background are not detected);

e Store excavated materials (interim storage) until final disposition can be determined;
¢  Collect post-removal samples from excavated pile locations;
e Backfill the excavated locations with clean soil; and

* Restore and revegetate all areas in the WNA impacted by the removal action.
The following timeline is proposed for this work:

e 2005: RAWP and field sampling plan (FSP) completion; and

K:\Wprocess\00735\McAFB\Creeks RAWP\FINAL\Creeks TP Removal RAWP.doc, 6/28/06 ES-1
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2008: Action Memorandum approved.

Assuming the Action Memorandum is signed as scheduled, and assuming funding for this project is
available, the timeline for future activities would be as follows:

2008: Fieldwork;

2008: Creeks Tailings Removal Action Completion Report (RACR);

2009: Ecological Sites Feasibility Study (FS);

2010: Ecological Sites Record of Decision (ROD) to establish final remedial actions; and

2011: Remedial action implementation, if needed.

The RAWP and FSP for the tailings piles will be completed on a schedule that allows sufficient regula-
tory and public review before fieldwork begins. The fieldwork must be accomplished during dry weather
to avoid unnecessary damage to sensitive habitat, which would be likely to occur during wet months.
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